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Quite a family affair, 
this G and S society 

Involved in one way or 
another in this year's Leeds 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
show "Iolanthe" at the C1v1c 
Theatre are at least 12 marned 
couples. 

This is an indication of 
what a close-knit family 
society this is. Mr. Jim Naylor, 
producer, tells me. 

, "Not all the couples are 
appearing in the show." . he
adds. " Some are working 
behind the scenes." 

These man-and-wife teams 
make Mr. Naylor's job easier. 
"When both are interested in 
the society you tend to get 
brttcr .ittc-ndances at 
rehearsals," he says. 

Also. several children 
belonging to some of the 
couples are appearing in the 
show, which runs from April 
22 to April 30. 

Self-contained 
These G. and S. enthusiasts 

pride themselves on being a 
self-contained theatrical unit. 
"We have our own make-up 
artists. We are able to cast 
our shows completely from the 
society and provide under
studies. We have our own 
musical director, Catherine 
Hill. We even have our own 
orchestra-at least one that 
comes together only for our 
shows," says Mr. Naylor. 

He �dds: "We are a happy 
society. With all our own 
people we know each other 
intimately and rehearsals are 
fun. They aren't a four-week 

�

concentrated effort durfng 
which people get tired and 
browned off with each other. 
, prerrd"rchearsals o,·er six 
months and regard them as a 
social gathering. 

"We have so many people in 
the society that it is becoming 
rather difficult to squeeze 
them all on to the Civic 
Theatre stage." 

Full cycle 
This is the second time at 

the Civic for "Iolanthe" since 
the G. and S. Society moved 
there in 1952 from St. Joseph's 
Hall, Hunslet. "We have now 
completed the full cycle of 
G. and S. shows and are start· 
ini:: again," Mr. Naylor adds. 

The husband-and-wife line
up: 

Mr. Naylor (producer and 
Lord Chancellor), Mrs. 
Margaret Naylor (make-up); 
Mr. Kenneth Hill (Mountar
rarat), Mrs. Hill (musical 
director); Chief Supt. Brian 
Molloy (society vice-chair
man), Mrs. Kathleen Molloy 
(make-up): l\!r. Joe Marshall 
(Sentry), Mrs. 01.ga Marshall 
(social committPe); l\fr. Ken 
Smithson (house manlger) 
Jllrs. Pat Smithson (chorus); 
Mr. Jllick Wood (wardrobe), 
Mrs. Freda Wood (wardrobe 
mistress); I\Ir. Wilf Horsley 
(society chairman), Mrs. 
Connie Horsley (chorus): Mr. 
Bah Birkhed (Lord Tolloller), 
Mrs. Nancy Birkhed (Fairy 
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Queen); Mr. Trevor Green 
(behind-tl1e-scenes worker), 
Mrs. Brenda Green (title 
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Cathleen Hill conducts as members of Leeds Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society rehearse. The singers (left to right) are 
Joe iUarshall, Kenneth Hill, Pauline Brown and Bob 

Birkhead. 

role); Mr. Michael Brown 
(chorus), Mrs. Pauline Brown 
(Phyllis); Mr. George 
Jenkinson (behind the 
scenes), Mrs. :Mary Jenkinson 
(chorus); and Mr. Peter 
Wilson (house worker), Mrs. 
Enid Wilson (fairy). 
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A "veH-sung 
'Iolanthe' 

If "Iolanthe" is to be a 
success nowadays it 1nust be 
very ,vell sung indeed, for of 
all W. S. Gilbert's scores this 
is perhaps the most outn1oded 
-despjte the fact that some
of its jokes have a curiously 
n1odern undertone.

But in their production 
opening last night at the C;vic 
Tbeatre the Leeds Gilbert 
and Sullivan Society sang well 
enough to n1ake the grade. 
Indeed many who know them 
intilnately 1nay think their 
effort musically as good as 
anything they l1ave yet done. 

Most of the principals are 
now experienced hands and 
carried off their parts \Vith 
ea y skill. Ja111e Naylor as, 
the Chancellor, I<enneth I-Iill 
as 1\llountararat and Robert 
Birkhead as Tolloller all give
first-class perfor111ances. 

Pauline Brown played 
Phyllis, and Edward Child
brought a ,,vhtn1sical touc�. to
his role as Strephon. Nancy 
Birkhead was a most 1nature 
and attractive Fairy Queen. 

The small orchestra, 
rtirected by Cathleen Hill, 
dealt con1petently \,\rith the 
score.-F. G. L. j 



Gay approach to 

fairy tale 
Leeds Ci vie Theatre. The Leeds 

Gilbert and Sullivan Society in 
' Iolanthe. ' 

By JJES/l10ND PRATT 

IT IS 1958 since the Leeds 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society pre� 
sented "Iolanthe." Last night they 
began a ·week's season of a light 
hearted excellently sung produc-. 
tion by Ja1nes Naylor. 

Mr. Naylor himself is once again 
1 

the Lord Chancellor and Mrs. 
l(enneth I-Iill the musical director. 
It is a happy partnership which 
spurs all the cast to a gay approach 
to the fairy tale told elegantly by 
this company. 

"Recent events," writes Ronald 
H. Braime, president of the society,
in his f orevvord to the progra1nn1e,
"n1ay haYe disproved Gilbert's
dictu1n that every child is born
either a Liberal or Conservative.

'' everthcless many "'rill think 
that hi association of fairy stories 
with "\Ve. trni nster is as apposite 
today as it \\·as 84 years ago and all 
"vould appreciate the brilliance of 
his satire on our Parliamentary 
in titutions." 

'I'he production is one which 
enchants throughout and is reco1n-
111ended to all '"'ho want to see 
Gilbert c1nd Sullivan. 


