


Welcome

Welcome to what is becoming a regular date in our performance calendar: our autumn studio production.  
This is the third year we’ve showcased a non-G&S production and we’re delighted you’re joining us. We 
broke new ground (for us) with I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change in 2013 and recently won the Leeds 
Civic Arts Guild Best Musical for last year’s production of Into The Woods, of which we are inordinately 
proud!
 
This year we’re inviting you to take part in a very American phenomenon; the spelling bee.   It’s not 
something we particularly experience in the UK, but on the other side of the Atlantic spelling bees are 
HUGE.  Every county and state has its own annual bee and the winners go through to the massively popular 
NBC televised national final in Washington DC, a fascinating journey covered by the 2002 documentary 
Spellbound.  The young competitors train for months, resulting in extreme pressures…many of which are 
played out by our characters.  The highs and lows of their bee experience is captured with sympathetic wit 
by Rachel Sheinkin and Rebecca Feldman and underscored with ingenious musical numbers by William 
Finn to bring you a show that will hopefully make you laugh, cry – and never look at your dictionary in the 
same way again.   

Based upon C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E, an original play by The Farm

The Barrington Stage Company workshop of the 25th ANNUAL
PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE was originally co-directed by

Michael Barakiva and Rebecca Feldman

The Farm was founded in 2000 by Rebecca Feldman, Artistic Director. It is a collective of writers and performers, including 
Jay Reiss, Dan Fogler and Sarah Saltzberg. The Farm’s interest is in the role of improvisation in creating new work for the 
theatre. The Farm initially designates a two-week intensive period in which to discover, develop and rehearse a play from 
the impulses borne mainly out of the pressure of a deadline. Previous projects include “Super” (at Atlantic Theatre Studios), 
“Why I hate Florida” (workshop at White Wave in DUMBO) and “C-R-E-P-U-SC-U-L-E” at the present company Theatorium 
in October 2002), on which “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” is based. The character and original dialogue 
of “Beth Marguiles”, “Vice President Douglas Panch”, “Mr. Barfee” and “Logan Schwarzengrubenierre” were created by 
Rebecca Feldman, Jay Reiss, Dan Fogler and Sarah Saltzberg respectively.



A group of misfit kids arrive at the 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, each eager to win for very different 
reasons.
 
These outsiders use the competition to define themselves 
apart from their crazy families, while their struggle to escape 
childhood is overseen by grown-ups who never completely 
succeeded in escaping it themselves.
 
The audience will be invited to join us (literally!) on our 
eclectic journey through the competition to find out who will 
be the champion of the Bee and to discover the angst, issues 
and allergies that lie behind each of our quirky characters’ 
lives.  

Synopsis



Cast

Rona Lisa Perretti - Katie Lister
Chip Tolentino  - Scott Penn

Logainne Schwartzandgrubenniere  - Rebecca Barwick
Leaf Coneybear - Phil Case
William Barfee - Matt Stirk
Marcy Park - Emily Futers

Olive Ostrovsky  - Emma Smith
Vice Principal Panch - Richard Pascoe
Mitch Mahoney  - Jason Weightman

Carl Grubenierre - Phil Case
Dan Schwarz - Jason Weightman

Jesus Christ - Scott Penn
Olive’s Mom - Katie Lister

Olive’s Dad - Jason Weightman

In order of appearance
Band

Keyboard - Jonathan Drummond
Keyboard  - Adam Hopkins

Clarinet & Tenor Saxophone - Fernando Georgiou

Production Team
Director - Sarah Case

Musical Director - Jonathan Drummond
Stage Manager – Paul Myers

Lighting – Steve Limb
Properties – Judith Smith

Set – Phil Case, Paul Myers
Costume - Sarah Case 

Programme  & Poster - Matt Stirk
Bookings - Richard Naylor

John Haywood for the construction of props
Leeds Trinity University, The Carriageworks Theatre and Tingley Methodist Chapel for rehearsal spaces
Simon Futers for photographs
Members of Leeds G&S Society for their assistance with Front of House
Friends and Family of the cast and Members of Leeds G&S Society who ‘volunteered’ during rehearsals
Those whom, inevitably, we have forgotten
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